
Acton Commissionon Disability
Minutes:03/23/09

Present:Lisa Franidin,JohnBrako, GordonLagrowandJanetFeasel
Also presentwasarepresentativefrom theSudburyCOD.

TheCOD wasaskedto takeapositiononwhetheratreewas in conformancein violation
ofthe lawsconcerningwalkwaysaccessforpeoplewith disabilities.At issuewasthe
crossslopeofthewalkway: “Nowhereshouldthecrossslopeexceedone-in50;”and the
walkwaysurface.Thecommissionvotedthatthetreewasnot in conformancewith the
requirement.At the conclusionofthemeetingLisawasto go theBoardof Selectman
Meetingandpresentourrecommendation.Lisaindicatedthatwewereonly to consider
whetherornot thetreecompliedwith the codenotwhetherouractionwould orwould
not resultin thetreebeingtakendown.Apparentlythis is not the only sidewalkin Acton
to haveaccessibilityissues.Someneighborsconsiderthetreeto beanuisance.Children
haveto takealternativeroutesto avoidthetree.

COA LetterRe Parkingat Polls
A letterwassentto theCouncil onAging advisingthatwith respectto parkingat the
pollsyou arenot allowedto parkin HP spacesif you do nothaveaplacardorHP plate.

YahooForum.Gordonhadexpressedconcernaboutsomeonemonitoringtheinformation
anddataonthe site.Apparentlysomeonefrom theCOD canbetrainedto do this. Janet
wantedto know if this wouldbeconsideredto beconsistentwith ourdutiesasmembers
oftheCOD. Lisa indicatedthe CODwasaskedto takethis on by the ChairoftheBoard
of Selectman.

NewWebsite:LauraMasonwill workonanewwebsitefor theCOD. We arewaiting to
hearbackfromthe LionsandIndependentLiving Centerconcerningwhethertheywant
to be representedon thenewActon COD website.

ThetownhasanewSocialServicesCoordinatorandAdvocateforPeoplewith
Disabilities:LauraDucharme.Sheis attheTownHall. Herphoneis 264-9653.

Kids on theBlock Scripts:Janetindicatedthat Cheryl told herthemoneyfor thescripts
hadbeenapproved,thescriptsareto bemailedto Janet’shouseandJanetwill notify
Cherylwhenthescriptsarereceived.

Brochures:Frankgotbackto Lisa andindicatedthatthe COD canusethetownxerox to
print brochures.At the lastmeetingBrendahadindicatedshewould find out thecostof
paperto make100 brochuresfrom Quill andPress. TheCOD votedto purchasethe
paperforthesebrochuresatthe lastmeeting.

Lisaremindedall thattheBoardof Selectmanmeetingto changeto threethenumberof
COD membersneededto makeaquorumis scheduledfor 04/03/09.



MiracleLeagueofMA: Lisaremindedmembersthatthe localchapter(Boxboro)ofthe
Miracle LeagueofMA is looking for adultandchild volunteersto assistin battingthe
balls andwalkingthebases.This is a noncompetitiveleaguethat meetsattheBlanchard
Schoolon Saturdaymorningsfrom 05/13-06/17.Contact:LaurenRichardt978-263-
3043.

RespiteCarefor parentsofkidswith specialhealthcareneeds.“GettingaBreakA
Roadmapto RespiteCarefor MA familiesofChildrenwith SpecialHealthCareNeeds.”

Thenextmeetingwill be heldat theusualtime: thesecondThursdayin April.

RespectfullySubmitted,
JanetFeasel,Treasurer


